
Task 1  

Read the text People Who Changed the World and complete the gaps (1-6) in the text with six of 

the phrases (A–H). There are two extra phrases.  

People Who Changed the World 

The French chemist and biologist, Louis Pasteur (1822–1895) made one of the most 

important discoveries in medical history. He discovered that there were germs called bacteria in 

the air which caused liquids to sour, so he developed the process called 'pasteurisation': killing 

the bacteria 1_____ . Because of Pasteur's research, most dairy products today are pasteurised. 

Pasteur then realised that most infectious diseases are caused by germs in the air, 2_____ . He 

used this theory to explain how vaccination worked and showed how doctors could prevent some 

illnesses by injecting weak forms of the disease. Pasteur's pioneering work has protected millions 

of people from disease, thanks to pasteurisation and vaccination.  

The American writer and biologist Rachel Carson (1907–1964) started the modern 

environmental movement when she wrote a controversial book about the destructive effects of 

pesticides on the chain of life. Silent Spring, 3____ , is one of the few books that have changed 

the way people view the natural world. Its impact was so enormous that it was compared with 

Charles Darwin's theory of evolution. As a result, Carson was attacked by the chemical industry, 

but Silent Spring also caused a massive protest against environmental pollution. Consequently, 

the US government started to take action to control the use of pesticides in agriculture 4_____ . 

And thanks to Rachel Carson, there is now a worldwide movement to protect the environment.  

The Italian physicist Guglielmo Marconi (1874–1937) made the first ever transatlantic 

radio transmission on 12 December 1901. A transmitter in south-west England signalled the 

letter S – three dots in Morse code – and the signal was picked up in Newfoundland, 3,500km 

away. This achievement was so extraordinary that at first people didn't believe it. Marconi had 

already successfully transmitted a message over 50km 5_____ . But most scientists believed that 

radio waves would not follow the curve of the Earth and could, therefore, never transmit signals 

across an ocean. It was such a long way that it seemed completely impossible. Marconi proved 

them wrong. As a result of his achievement, we have seen the development of broadcasting, 

communications satellites, radar, the telephone and the Internet. Marconi's genius has also helped 

to save thousands of lives on land, 6_____ – when the Titanic sank in 1912, an estimated 700 

lives were saved thanks to SOS signals from a Marconi transmitter.  

A and to reduce environmental damage  



B which led to his 'germ theory of disease'  

C since the beginning of the century  

D in the air and at sea  

E by boiling and then cooling the liquid  

F published in 1962  

G which will be extremely difficult H from England to France in 1899 

 

Task 2 

Now read the text again and find words which mean:  

1. describing a disease that can pass from one person to another (adj)*_________________  

2. the idea which explains how or why something happens (n) **___________  

3. causing discussion and disagreement (adj)___________________________  

4. chemicals used to kill insects (n)__________________________________  

5. effect (n)_____________________________________________________  

6. damage caused to the air, water or land, e.g. by chemicals (n)____________  

7. growing crops on farms (n)______________________________________  

8. someone who studies physics (n)__________________________________  

9. across the Atlantic Ocean (adj)___________________________________  

10. send out an electrical signal (v) ***_________________________________  

*adj – adjective **n – noun ***v – verb 


